
stop the 
desecration 
of the 
Ancient iroquoian 
Burial sites
Did you know that for at least a hundred generations,
the land we now cherish as High Park has been home to
ancient burial mounds?  
�ere were more than 100, of which only 57 remain.

A�er the last Glacial Period (approx. 10,000 years ago), a Paleo-Indian people now known as the the Clovis culture 
established themselves from east of the Mississippi to the Atlantic coast, particularly around Lake Erie (Oswego) and 
Lake Ontario (Cadarakut). �ese people were the ancestors of the Erie/Neutrals.

Over the course of the Woodland Period (1000 bce – 1614 ce), the 
Erie/Neutrals became more sedentary and agricultural, and so were able 
to take greater care of their dead. �ey built mounds to honour and 
bury them. Some mounds were used for medicine ceremonies while 
others were for built for burials. �ey were also used to interpret the 
celestial calendar and for navigational purposes. 

�e mounds in Toronto directly correspond to other Erie/Neutral 
mounds found in Ohio, which have long been recognized for their 
historical and heritage value.  In High Park, no fewer than ��y-seven 
mounds have been identi�ed, and yet they are generally overlooked and 
unknown. Worst yet, these signi�cant sites are being desecrated by 
some.

One site, Snake (or Serpent) Mound, has been almost totally destroyed due to o�-road BMX enthusiasts, who have 
actually dug up the mounds and installed ramps to make a dirt jumping course at the south-eastern corner of the park.

�is area of land is sacred to the Six Nations indigenous people in our region, many of whom are direct descendants of 
those Erie/Neutrals who are buried in the mounds. Additionally, this site is of signi�cant  historical and spiritual value 

to us all. �e BMX cyclists are in direct contravention of the Toronto 
Municipal Code, which clearly prohibits the riding of bikes and the 
construction of such courses in this zone of High Park (see over for 
details of the Code). E�orts to reason with these individuals have so far 
been unproductive, and all e�orts to engage the Park Board and City 
Hall to intercede on this issue have been met with puzzling indi�erence. 

We believe it is time for Torontonians to get involved. 
If you wish to see that these incredible archeological 
landmarks are preserved, see over for ways you can help.

Niawen gowa, and thank you deeply for taking the time to hear our concerns. Digging at Snake Mound has caused irreparable damage.

�e plaque at the corresponding Serpent Mound in Ohio



TORONTO MUNICIPAL CODE, PARKS § 608-29. Bicycles. 
While in a park, no person shall: 
A. Ride or operate or be in possession of a bicycle where posted to prohibit bicycles; 
B. Obstruct, inconvenience or endanger other users of the park while riding or operating a bicycle;  
C. Construct or assemble any ramps, jumps, pathways or obstacle courses; or 
D. Ride or operate a bicycle in a manner which results in damage to trails, vegetation, trees, fauna 
 or other natural features.

 Your to-do list
1.  Join us for a public meeting at 7pm on April 18, 2011 at Tinto Co�ee House, 89 Roncesvalles Avenue
 to kick o� our attempts to educate High Park area residents on the issue.  

2.  Join us on Facebook: search ‘Friends of Snake Mound’
 Take some pictures of the site and post them there. Add comments about your experiences around this land 
 and learn more about the e�orts we are making to solve the problem.

3.  Email City of Toronto Councillor Sarah Doucette at councillor_doucette@toronto.ca and tell her about  
 your concerns. 

We are confident that together we will resolve this problem. It is exciting to consider the potential for Toronto to create
a new and meaningful partnership with our native brothers and sisters, honouring both our histories together.
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