
High Park Map 1870's (Not copyrighted/expired) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:High_Park_1870s_map.jpg 
  
  

 
  
1922 Map from you: 
(Attached) 
  
Current High Park Map: 
http://www.toronto.ca/parks/highpark/map_highpark.pdf.pdf 
(and attached) 
  
 Now, notice the "dog off leash area" right by Grenadier Cafe has been added. 
  



Think about what is right on the webpage: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Park 
  
"The landscape in the park is hilly, with two deep ravines extending the full north-south 
distance of the park." 
  
(Compare all the maps and use maps.google.com/  sattelite images, save and compare) 
  
The "buried river": 
The eastern ravine lies over a buried river. In 2003, city workers found strong evidence of 
the pre-glacial Laurentian River System when capping two artesian wells at the pond at 
the north-east corner of the Park. 
  
Wendigo: 
  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendigo 
  
The Wendigo (also known as Windigo, Weendigo, Windago, Windiga, Witiko , 
Wihtikow , and numerous other variants)[1] is a mythical creature appearing in the 
mythology of the Algonquian people. It is a malevolent cannibalistic spirit into which 
humans could transform, or which could possess humans. Those who indulged in 
cannibalism were at particular risk,[2] and the legend appears to have reinforced this 
practice as taboo. 
  
  
In 1836, John George Howard purchased a 160-acre (0.65 km2) property in the County of 
York, to the west of Toronto, for a sheep farm, at the cost of $1,000.00.[7] It was here that 
Howard designed and built Colborne Lodge, a Regency-style picturesque cottage in 1837 
to complement its natural surroundings[8] as the residence for himself and his wife 
Jemima Frances Meikle. The Howards named their property 'High Park' as it was situated 
on the highest point of land along the Humber Bay shoreline. After a successful career as 
architect, engineer and land surveyor to the City of Toronto, Howard retired here in 
1855.[7] 



 
 

Map of High Park, 1870s 
BY JOHN GEORGE HOWARD 
  
In 1873, Howard and his wife agreed to convey their country property to the City of 
Toronto.[8] There were several conditions to the conveyance, including that the Howards 
continue to live at their residence, no alcohol ever be served in the park, and that the City 
hold the park "for the free use, benefit and enjoyment of the Citizens of Toronto for ever 
and to be called and designated at all times thereafter High Park".[9] The city council 
voted 13 to 2 to accept the Howard's conditions. The two dissenters felt the park was too 
far away from the city to be of any use to its citizens. At the time, direct access to the 
Howard property was only by boat, the Great Western Railway line to the south or a toll 
road. Soon afterwards the "Road to High Park" was built from the Lake Road to the park 
lands, today's Spring Road and Centre Road. Howard received a lifetime pension from 
the City in exchange for the property.[10] 
In 1876 a 120-acre (0.49 km2) portion of the Howard's property formed the original park, 
along with 176 acres (0.71 km2) bought from Percival Ridout east of the Howard farm. 
The remaining southern 40 acres (160,000 m2) of Howard's property, including Colborne 
Lodge, passed to the city after John Howard's death in 1890.[8] The western addition of 
71.8 acres (291,000 m2) added in 1930 was purchased from the Chapman estate. The 
Howards are buried in High Park, under a stone monument that is fronted by a portion of 
fencing from St. Paul's Cathedral in London, England, across the street from Colborne 
Lodge.[9] Today, Colborne Lodge is a museum containing many of the original Howard 
furnishings including John Howard's watercolours of early Toronto. The museum is open 
year-round.[1] 
  
  
Now, in your map you have from "Hind Sites" & also from below book: (we need pp. 38-
40) 
  



"The High Park Site" 
First reported by Orr (1922: 38-40), this site 
was discovered in January, 1921 during road construction 
on the property of Mr. J. A. Harvey. 
(then known as "The Harcroft Bird Sanctuary" ), 
on the west side of High Park, Toronto. Here  
on a high sandy ridge immediately north of  
Grenadier Pond, at an approximate depth of 
90 cm, workers uncovered a single grave    
containing "eight or ten" red ochre-covered 
in-flesh-burials.  All were in 'the usual sitting  
position" (flexed?). Some nine metres north  
of this grave and at about the same depth, two   
groups of smaller bones (juvenile in-flesh- 
burials?) were located. These were also cov- 
ered in red ochre. The only artifacts recovered 
were "a small pierced amulet and a copper 
artifact". Unfortunately, Orr fails to describe  
these further or to provide information on their  
associations.  There is no record of their  
acquisition by the old Ontario Provinial Museum." 
  
(key word: "old" Ont. Prov. Mus.?) 
The full text for above is in the below volume: 

Annual archæological report 

 

Ontario Archaeological Museum (Toronto), David Boyle, Roland B. Orr - 
1922 - Snippet view 
... situated on the west side of High Park in the city of Toronto — and 
immediately north of Grenadier Pond, there is a little bit of unspoiled 
wilderness very much as nature left it. Romantic valleys, the haunts of birds, ... 
books.google.com - Book overview - 

  
WE NEED THIS BOOK!  Just Pages 38-40.  We can't see ANY of the books that has this 
data and more on what ORR found in Jan. 1921. 
Can you get this at the library?  Even if it is "reserve only", can you copy it or photograph 
the pages? 
  
I'm searching the "snippet view" of above book and finding what I had already sent you 
likely: 
  
 (I'm finding more this time!) 
p. 38: 
RED PAINT BURIAL IN ONTARIO 
  



"On the property of Mr. J.A. Harvey, known as "Harcroft Bird Sanctuary", 
situated on the west side of High Park in the city of Toronto-- and immediately  
north of Grenadier Pond, there is a little bit of unspoiled wilderness, very much  
as nature left it.  Romantic valleys, the haunts of birds, towering prominences  
shaded with lovely trees, overlooking Lake Ontario's blue waves, a panorama  
of scenery sweeping the Humber Bay from the Island to the breezy points of 
Mimico and beyond.  In January, 1921, on the brow of one of these high promin- 
ent sand hills running south from Bloor street while excavations were being made 
for a road, an ancient Indian ossuary was exposed to view.  Mrs. Harvey  
graphically describes the finding of the bones.  The weather being mild, road- 
making was early carried on.  One afternoon, while the teams and scrapers were  
busily working, around the roots of what eventually was to be discovered to be a stump 
of tremendous size, the men began to notice peculiar patches of red sand, which was 
particularly noticeable in the native white sand of the district and under- 
neath this stump, the bones were unearthed.  The skeletons were in the usual  
sitting posture so frequently adopted by Algonquins.  There were in all about 
eight or ten skulls.  Many of the long bones were much decayed, and smaller  
bones of hands and feet were absent.  Many of the skulls and bones, when they  
were exposed to the air, crumbled into dust.  Two groups of smaller bones were  
found about thirty feet north of the group around the base of the stump; they..." 
  
I guess books.google.com/ timed me out so I can't search anymore books! 
  
BUT! I did find a bit more info on the actual place and distance in above compared to 
what we did have.  
  
Other things of interest, but likely not related to High Park Mound, found in book while 
searching terms:  
  
p. 35 has "False Face dance" info with details. 
  
p. 26: 
"The Sioux came northwest in two groups.  The first fled into Manitoba..."     
  
pp. 59, 109 might also be checked and copied if interested.  
  
p. 17  a small portion is viewable: 
"...in their nine villages and so, at least, it must be a very conservative estimate. 
    Father Bressani in his Relation of 1653 speaks of eight Huron "nations"  
(Burrow's reprint, Vol. 38, p. 283). This doubtless refers to the clans or "gents" 
within the whole Huron nation.  The clan is the fundamental social division 
amongst the American aborigines, and while political changes may bring about  
 alterations in the names of the tribes, yet amongst Algonquin and Huron peoples..." 
  
p. 28 has a "giant" story with "rain" and "drowning" in which the giants all drowned. The 
people fled to higher ground, then the rain stopped and "where the waters no longer 



covered the earth the Great Spirit made a new race of men and women, but this race was 
smaller and weaker. " 
one stronger and one weaker" 
p. 100 & 101 contain the word "ossuary" as well, which is how I found more of the 
"snippet view" I retyped above.  I cannot determine if the burials are related but do 
contain alot of info about communal burials. 
p. 100 has:  "the ossuary has not yet been opened, that one belonging to the Cord people" 
(at Contareia) "but the stones of this village were noted before removal, fortunately, into 
the Provincial Museum".  
  
p. 101: more on burial mounds in general? 
  
 "--all these should be considered in the summing up or the comparative age of  
the ossuary.  
As a general rule, these ossuaries are in a rounded form, always in sandy  
soil, well drained and in some prominent position on a rise of ground always  
contiguous to a village site and near a main trail or road of these people.   
They vary in size but are supposed to contain all of the particular tribe, for the 
period of twelve years preceeding the communial burial.  In the period between..." 
  
2008 News article to get if you don't have it: 
  
insidetoronto.com--High Park May Hold Native Burial Ground  
Jun 11, 2008 ... There may be more to Hawk Hill, a grassy knoll just north of the 
Grenadier Cafe and Teahouse in High Park, than meets the eye. ... 
www.insidetoronto.ca/news/villager/article/49830?thePub=villager 
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