
Just seeing this as I had just replied in same in other email.  
I am wondering why all of the sudden, the HP.org is remaining Neutral? 
There must be a reason... 
The charcoal evidence is just one more piece of evidence, but it is very important.  
You need to try to get those old news articles if Globe & Mail has them on microfilm. 
It's "forgotten history" it seems. 
Also, I wanted to ask you if High Park was ever named something else?  
I need some more names of old areas near there.  The articles said "NEAR High Park" 
Perhaps the area didn't have a "known" name?  Was it always "High Park" or something 
else? 
BTW, had you seen this discovery in Northern Ontario? 
A 4,600-year-old burial has been discovered in a remote corner of northern Canada – and 
could hold the key to how ancient Canadians lived. The remarkable find has been made at 
the mouth of the Bug River, near Big Trout Lake, Ontario. Today the region is home to 
the Kitchenuhmaykoosik Inninuwug First Nation, an indigenous tribe numbering around 
1,200. 
 
The discovery was made by First Nation fishermen as water levels fell at the lake, 
exposing the burial. The site is currently being handled by an archaeological team from 
Lakehead University, Thunder Bay. The discovery is particularly rare as Canadian ethics 
laws largely forbid excavations. 
 
The skeleton discovered is that of a man aged in his late-30s or 40s. Around five-and-a-
half feet tall, the man had a “very, very robust muscular build,” according to team leader 
Prof Scott Hamilton. The man would have held high status in his day thanks to a 
seemingly formal burial. “There's a flat slab of granite that's associated directly with the 
bones,” adds Prof Hamilton. “It looks very much like a purposeful grave. We'll be taking 
a closer look at the stone as part of our analysis to see if we can find any evidence of 
function.” 
 
Another aspect due further study is a red ochre found on the man's bones and nearby 
sediment. It is thought the colour was added to his body before burial, a practice seen 
throughout the world, including prehistoric North America. 
 
The man lived at around the same time the Great Pyramids were being built in ancient 
Egypt, and great cities such as Babylon were popping up across the Near East. Yet life at 
Big Trout Lake, where temperatures can plummet to -30°C, was very different. “These 
folks are adapted to the kinds of resources one finds in the boreal forest,” says Hamilton. 
“These resources are highly seasonal in their availability – and the season of comparative 
plenty is often spring, summer and perhaps early fall.” 
 
Isotope testing has so far shown that the man enjoyed a fish-based diet, with a side of 
hunted land mammals such as caribou (reindeer). The Spartan lifestyle, and migratory 
nature of food, meant Ontario's prehistoric tribes travelled huge distances in small 
numbers. “The winter seasons are generally a time of some scarcity and hardship as 
spatially concentrated food disappears,” says Hamilton. 



 
“That means sub-Arctic people, in order to survive year in, year out through generations, 
have to have a seasonal cycle that’s highly mobile,” adds Hamilton. “They can place 
themselves on the landscape where they can predict resources will be available and 
follow the seasonal cycles of availability.” 
 
It may seem an ancient lifestyle, but Canada's tribes have followed this ancient practice 
for millennia. “The past is very recent in the far north,” says Hamilton. Even the 
appearance of Europeans in the 17th century did nothing to alter the indigenous way of 
life, and Hamilton says prehistoric traditions are still alive today: “(The First Nation) may 
be gathering and harvesting resources with European technology but they’re (still using 
a) fairly significant amount of traditional technology – canoes, snowshoes, footwear, 
clothing.” 
 
“What we see is this really interesting mix, an admixture, of traditional technology and 
the incorporation of new technology to practice a traditional life.” First Nation Chief 
Donny Morris insists the man will be reburied after tests are completed, in the traditions 
of his forebears. Yet it seems we'll learn a lot more from him yet.  
 
 
From the Independent 
http://ishtarsgate.com/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=28&t=1185 
  
Forgive the kinda "new-age" forum, but the article was posted there with lots of 
comments 
on the discovery in OTTAWA. 
  
Take a look at this site for some pics and explanations of red ochre and other "paints" 
found in California, but used by most tribes/Nations everywhere: 
(Linked from http://ishtarsgate.com/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=28&t=1185) TO: 
http://www.kumeyaay.info/body_paint_pigments.html?http%3A//www.kumeyaay.info/b
ody_paint_pigments/indian_ochre.html 
  
Once again here is the reference to ORR and High Park area "Red Paint Burial in 
Ontario" as found previously: 
  

Dr. R. B. Orr, Director, Provincial Museum, Canada, in a letter dated August 11, 1921, 
called my attention to the discovery of seven or eight skeletons on the north shore of 
Lake Ontario, immediately west of the city of Toronto. The burials were accompanied by 
a quantity of red ocher, apparently soft hematite but not very brilliant.  

In the State University Museum at Columbus, Ohio, I was shown some bones colored 
brilliant red by contact with powdered hematite. These were found in a gravel knoll, or 
glacial kame burial. Clarence B. Moore, Esq., has reported quantities of powdered 
hematite found with skeletons in one of the mounds explored by him. In all these 



instances the powdered hematite was present, but the eight well known Red Paint People 
types are absent — as they are everywhere save where the Red Paint culture area extends 
in Maine.  

Although both Mr. Willoughby and myself have called attention to the fallacy of Mr. 
BushnelPs argument to the effect that all burials containing powdered hematite are 
practically the same culture, yet according to this latest publication, he* seems to persist, 
notwithstanding the evidence of several hundred graves to the contrary.  

THE RED PAINT PEOPLE AND THE SHELL HEAPS  

One feels safe in suggesting that the Red Paint People did not live at the shell heaps or 
at least that they did not accumulate shell heaps. It is perhaps impossible to prove this 
statement absolutely, as it is impossible to prove many other generally accepted 
statements in American archaeology; but it is an opinion based upon many months of 
work among the shell heaps along the Maine coast. In the heaps themselves no broken 
slate spears, unfinished gouges, crescents, or other forms included under the list of 
persistent types are found, with the sole exception of some rude plummets, but plummets 
occur everywhere, as is well known. I do not affirm that the Red Paint People did not 
visit the coast, but only that no village of theirs upon the coast has been identified. They 
have left few of any of their characteristic objects on the surface near salt water, although 
curiously enough there are five known cemeteries on shores facing salt water. One would 
naturally suppose that they would occasionally lose an adze or hatchet blade, part of a 
slate spear, a chunk of iron pyrites, a crescent, a long pendant, or some other object, in 
places where they were living. We find none of these things in the shell heaps, although 
we have hand-trowelled an area equal to hundreds of square meters; but on the contrary 
we discover great quantities of broken pottery and bone implements, hammer stones, etc., 
of which the Red Paint People made no use, so far as can be determined.  

* "Native Cemeteries and Forms of Burial East of the Mississippi." Hureau of 
American Ethnology, Bui. 71, p. 15.  

In the American Anthropologist for 1915,* Mr. YVilloughby published a paper on the 
Red Paint People, in reply to a recent contention of Mr. David I. Bushnell of the Bureau 
of American Ethnology, that there was no especial difference between the Red Paint 
culture and that of other Indians.** In this paper he refers particularly to the adze blade, a 
subject in which he is much interested and upon which he has already presented a paper 
in the same journal.f Readers will find these two papers of use when seeking knowledge 
concerning the use of stone artifacts by New England Indians. In the concluding sentence 
of the later paper, the author, always conservative, says: "A careful study of available 
data seems to indicate that they [the Red Paint People] were not contemporary with the 
Algonkian tribes whose refuse piles form most of the shell heaps along the New England 
coast." 

We may add that, were they of the "shell-heap culture," they certainly would have 
placed some of the characteristic shell-heap tools in at least a few of the four hundred and 



forty graves that we have explored. The utter absence of forms common to Indian graves 
elsewhere in the United States is characteristic of the graves. This is our strongest 
evidence that they are not to be classed with Iroquoian or Algonkian, and brings us to our 
final observation, that the Red Paint People lived before the construction of shell heaps 
and before the Algonkian development in Maine. 

THE BEOTHUK THEORY.  

In 1915 the University Press of Cambridge, England, published a large volume by 
James P. Howley, Esq. entitled "The Beothuks, or Red Indians, the Aboriginal 
Inhabitants of Newfoundland." This scholarly work was hailed by some as presenting a 
solution of the Red Paint People problem. The writer of this report has made a careful 
comparison between the objects taken from Red Paint graves by our surveys and those 
illustrated by Howley at the end of his volume. He presents a large number of bone 
implements, many of which are worked into fanciful designs similar to some found in the 
Iroquois graves of the Mohawk Valley, but the stone gouges, hatchet blades, spear and 
arrow points and chipped objects bear little resemblance to the types found in Maine. 
There are no long, slender spears or daggers, none of the crescents or little effigies such 
as are found in the Red Paint graves; and above all, the red paint is missing from their 
burials.  

If the Beothuks and the Red Paint People are one and the same, there is little indication 
of the identity in a cultural similarity. It is the opinion of the writer that the Red Indians 
of Newfoundland are not descendants of the people to whom we have devoted so much 
space in this book. It seems incredible that they should have so changed their art in 
travelling so short...  

   

From:  

   

http://books.google.com/books?pg=PA149&lpg=PA149&dq=red%20paint%20burial
%20ontario&sig=80XCiJ_ttD_f7HTIqi6HMFqA_bY&ei=Wb5aTJq4LMO78gb9xOi3Ag
&ct=result&id=YL1YAAAAMAAJ&ots=EKBVBfz5BJ&output=text  

   

Or search red paint in this same book link:  

http://books.google.com/books?id=YL1YAAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=
gbs_atb#v=onepage&q&f=false  

   



So where are the skeletons ORR found there?!  

   

Why is there no record of the late 1800's discovery as per articles needed?  

Where is ORR's report?  

   

I tried to phone you because I found there was a huge find at Colborne of at least 800 
skeletons (Lake Erie)  

I googled Colborne to see a map and added directions to High Park Ave. Toronto.  

It is striking how the mounds "line up" in a Northerly fashion.  

I think this means something?  

It would take just about 1 day and 3 hours to WALK from Port Colborne to High Park, 
Toronto, and of couse crossing the water would perhaps take a few hours.  

Could there be a connection?  

   

Again, travelling North one would come to OTTAWA where another discovery has 
been recently made. And Maine is also comparatively "close" along this "route" where 
the Red Paint burials were found in above book.  

   

The Port Colborne discovery and more discoveries as well as ORR in the following 
book:  

   

Shortly afterwards a little attention was devoted to a mound at Port Colborne, where 
several whole pieces of pottery had been found with a number of skulls, but these were 
all taken away to the United States, by the finders. 

More recently (in fact only last year) we acquired from the same place several skulls, 
and an excellent specimen of whole pottery (see Rep. 1906, p. 15). 

Near the village of Maple, not far from Richmond Hill, an Indian village site was 
visited in company with Drs. R. B. Orr, and Noble of Maple, Wilson of Richmond Hill, 



Orr of Toronto, Watson of Sherwood, the Rev. Mr. Rutledge of Richmond Hill, and the 
Messrs. Smelser of Vaughan. A few days before this Dr. R. B. Orr had found here, the 
fragments of a large clay pot—the largest vessel of its kind ever found in the Province. 
Last year this was carefully restored and a cut of it will be seen at figures 1 and 2, p. 20, 
in this Report.  

Not far away on lot 12, con. 3, Vaughan township, we opened an ossuary, and, with the 
consent of Mr. Keffer, the owner of the farm, examined'it most thoroughly.  

According to Dr. R. B. Orr's estimate this burial pit contained not fewer than eight 
hundred human skeletons, and from these we secured about eighty skulls, in good 
condition. No artificial material was found.  

In 1890-1 we came into possession (first by loan,- afterwards permanently) of three 
very good private collections, viz.: those of Messrs. W. G. Long, and George E. Laidlaw, 
and of Dr. Tweedale. The Long collection was made within a few miles of this city, the 
Laidlaw one near Balsam Lake, Victoria county, and the Tweedale collection, in the old 
Attiwandaron country, of which St. Thomas may be regarded as the centre.  

Up to this time and working without any experience of an extensive kind, an attempt 
was made to separate our specimens into classes, beginning a new series of numbers with 
each class, but this confusing system was abandoned in 1890, when the present straight 
serial system was adopted.  

During this year considerable work was done round Southwold Earthwork in Elgin 
county, Tuscarora and Oneida in Brant county ; Balsam Lake (with Mr. G. E. Laidlaw) in 
Victoria county; Lake Weslemcoon (with Prof. A. F. Chamberlain, Ph. D.) in Addington 
county ; Midland and the Old Fort at Ste. Marie, in Simcoe county; Parry Sound and 
Parry Island, in Parry Sound District, and Point Abino and Humberstone township, in 
Welland county. It will thus be seen that the districts formerly occupied by the Hurons 
and Attiwandarons were fairly well covered.  

In the following year the extremely interesting and wholly unique earthwork at 
Southwold was again examined, as was another less remarkable in the township of 
Malahide not very far away. In Camden township Addington county, Dr. M. I. Beeman 
kindly acted as cicerone, and pointed out several remarkable, aboriginal, topographical 
features, as did Mr. Pub. School Inspector, Arthur Brown, in the township of 
Williamsburg, within a few miles of the town of Morrisburg.  

Under the guidance of Dr. T. W. Beeman of Perth many localities were visited in 
Lanark county. On this occasion a large number of specimens were contributed (mainly 
through Dr. Beeman, by his intelligent band of co-workers in the Rideau Valley.)  

In 1893 we made an exhibition at the Chicago World's Fair, and although this 
necessitated a prolonged absence of the curator from Ontario, it was the means of 
bringing him into touch with like-minded people from other parts of the world, especially 



of the United States, and thus numerous valuable exchanges were then either effected or 
arranged for.* 

Among those who aided us most effectually during 1893 were Messrs. E. C. Waters of 
Brantford, Chief Dek-a-non-ra-neh of Ohswekin Reserve, and F. W. Waugh, Brantford, 
but our largest number of accessions came from the county of Lanark, where they were 
collected by our perennial and public-spirited friend, Dr. T. W. Beeman, Perth, assisted 
by the many collaborators whom he had succeeded in animating to a high pitch of 
enthusiasm. 

It would not be easy to say whether, for voluntary contributions, involving the 
expenditure of much time and money, the Provincial Archaeological Museum owes more 
to him or to Lieut. G. E. Laidlaw of the Fort Ranch, Victoria county. Both gentlemen 
deserve more than ordinary credit for their patriotic efforts to make the Museum what it 
is, and it is no doubt gratifying to them to know that their generosity has not only proved 
so beneficial, but that it is so highly appreciated.  

Another contributor this year whose name should not be forgotten, was Mr. W. G. Wright 
of Collingwood.  

When attending the Chicago World's Fair, we acquired a good many specimens 
illustrative of primitive life in Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio, Tennessee, New Mexico, and 
France. Here, too, for a small sum, we purchased the Niven (Aztec) collection, 
numbering some six hundred pieces. These yet form with the exception of the Mrs. 
Stewart material the only collection we have from Mexico, and are one of the most 
interesting of groups in our cases.  

A few samples of Pueblo, Cliff-Dweller and New Mexican pottery also came into our 
possession, through Mr. Don Maguire, of Ogden.  

In 1894 examinations were made of an earthwork a short distance north of Morrisburg, 
in Dundas county, and of another between the towns of Berlin and Waterloo in Waterloo 
county, in the latter case, with the assistance of Mr. Jacob Stroh, of Waterloo. Mr. Stroh 
is himself an ardent student of archaeology aod possesses much information relating to 
his part of the county.  

One of the most interesting localities in the province is to be found on the farm on lot 
20, Con. 4, in London township, Middlesex county. On 'this occasion I was accompanied 
by Prof Wolverton of the Western University, who had on several occasions been over 
the ground, and who himself has brought together no small quantity of valuable material.  

Still another earthwork was examined on lots 10 and 11 in Dorchester, Middlesex 
county. Rough surveys and drawings of both places were made, and appeared as 
illustrations in the annual report for the year.  



At Mud Lake, on lot 15, Con. 11, Drummond township, a long bank that was thought 
to be of human origin proved to be•a granite reef—an upheaval.  

In Manvers township, Durham county, it came somewhat of a surprise to find 
ossuaries, considerably east of what had hitherto been regarded as Huron country. Here, 
however, the ossuaries were on low ground. In these were found numerous skulls, and a 
good many other human bones in a fair "state of preservation, the limb bones lying in 
groups as they had been tied in bundles when the interment took place.  

Information respecting another burial place of this kind came from Dr. McClinton, of 
Elmvale. This ossuary was lot 72, Con. 2, Flos town  

* The Institute used the legislative grant for 1902 to bind pamphlets ! 2 ARCH.  

ship, Simcoe couniy. Although the presence of iron, sheet-copper, and brass rings proved 
this burial-place to be of post-discovery origin, the bones were much decayed, but five 
good skulls were procured Here, too, were found specimens of the rare runtee form of 
wampum, or shell bead. 

Dr. T. W. Beeman, of Perth, Lanark county, had frequently heard reports of certain 
graves along the banks of the Mississippi River, and that these were connected with the 
water front by means of narrow passages or tunnels formed of stone. We both spent a day 
in the search for these graves, but did not find them. A resident of the neighbourhood, 
who was supposed to know all about them, took us by canoe, and such a canoe ! to show 
us where the graves were, but the places bore no resemblance to graves and the tunnels 
were invisible. The only suggestion of graves, was on one occasion when the frail, leaky 
craft looked like letting the three of us find places for our own bones in the bottom of the 
river. 

The Massanog rock paintings were examined and copied during this season by Dr. 
Beeman and myself.  

1898. The principal work of this year was a study of the ceremonies connected with the 
New Year observances of the pagan Indians on the Grand River Reserve, where the 
invaluable services of J. Ojijatekah BrantSero were utilized as interpreter.  

In 1899 totally new ground was struck in Pelee Island, Canada's most southerly point, 
near the west end of Lake Erie. Several mounds at the south end of the island were 
opened, but nothing of any importance was noted in connection with these examinations.  

This year we had accounts from the pens of Messrs. G. E. Laidlaw, A. F. Hunter and 
W. J. Wintemberg, of the investigations they had made privately or non-officially in the 
counties of Victoria, Simcoe, and Oxford and Waterloo, respectively.  

Mr. W. E. Connelley of Topeka, Kansas, in the report for the year (1899) was good 
enough to supply a highly valuable essay on the Wyandots, who were akin to the Huron 



people. In this paper, Mr. Connelley treated their Legends, Clan System, Government, 
Proper Names, and other topics.  

During 1900 but little field work was done beyond the examination of several village 
sites in Oxford and Waterloo counties by Mr. Wintemberg. Of this work he prepared a 
good account which appeared in the annual report, to which also a paper on The Flint 
Workers—A Forgotten People, was contributed by the Very Rev. Dean W. R. Harris, and 
others by Mr. Wintemberg, Lieut. Frederick Hamilton, and Mr. A. F. Hunter, M.A.  

In 1901 an ossuary and a mound were examined in Clinton township,' Lincoln county, 
an earthwork of considerable importance on lot 26, con. 11, Moore township, Lambton 
county. The last named was visited in company with the late Dr. T. G. Johnston, M.P., of 
Sarnia, and the late Mr. Alfred Willson, C.E., Manager of the Canada Company. Mr. 
Willson made a fairly accurate survey of the ground.  

Mr. Wintemberg examined a Supposed Fish Weir near Drumbo, Mr. L. D. Brown 
contributed a paper to the report, on Indian Occupation in Nissouri ; Mr. W. Brodie, on 
Animal Remains on Indian Village Sites, Mr. F. W. Waugh, Notes on Canadian Pottery, 
Mr. A. F. Hunter, On Wampum Records of the Ottawas, as well as one,-—Notes on 
Huron Villages in Medonte, while there were two papers by Mr. Geo. E. Laidlaw— 
Notes on North Victoria Village Sites, and Some Ethnological Observations in South 
Africa.  

In 1902 an ossuary was examined at Bradford, Simcoe county, but when the spot was 
reached, it was found that " curio " seekers had almost destroyed the appearance of the 
place—wholly so, indeed for any scientific purpose. A ghoulish craze seemed to have 
taken possession of many people in the village, so that in passing along its principal street 
skulls were seen on window-sills, while in not a few sitting-rooms they occupied 
prominent places on centre-tables!  

Mr. Stibbs, the owner of the ground was anxious to have all the skulls placed in the 
Provincial Museum, but not a single person showed any willingness to give up his 
gruesome specimen—that which he might show to his or her more rural visitors, 
especially ladies, and over which utterances might be bandied in solemn tones with deep-
drawn sighs, while the speakers were fully of the belief that their made-to-order-
moralisings were the outcome of pure and undefiled religion ! 

At least one man contemplated having the top of his skull sawn off to form an ink-
bottle stand ! Of course he meant his Indian skull, but this was a mistake ! 

Dr. J. E. Brown in this year presented the museum with two perforated skulls taken 
from an ossuany in Warwick township, Lambton county. In both skulls the holes have 
evidently been bored, not cut, and after death at that.  



Examinations of village sites were made by Mr. G. E. Laidlaw in North Victoria, and by 
Mr. W. J. Wintemberg in Waterloo county, by Mr. F. W. Waugh in Brant county, and by 
the late Mr. R. T. Anderson on Sites in Yarmouth, Malahide, and Bayham townships.  

In this Report also the Rev. A. E. Jones, S.J., presents his story of the " Identification 
of St. Ignace II., and of Ekarenniondi," two long disputed sites in connection with the 
Jesuit Missions in this Province.  

In 1903 most of the curator's time was spent in the museum, on account of the removal 
of the material from its old quarters, but some of our amateur friends busied themselves 
in different parts of the province and reported the results for publication in the reports. As 
a matter of course the perennial enthusiasm of Lieut. G. E. Laidlaw, who has made North 
Victoria his own archseologically, gave us an interesting article on Village Sites in his 
county, and as usual presented the museum with his highly valuable gleanings. Mr. A. F. 
Hunter described " Indian Village Sites in North and South Orillia " and our particular 
friend, the Rev. Dean Dr. W. R. Harris, wrote for us, "The Caribs of Guiana and the West 
Indies," among which people he had spent considerable time.  

Not the least interesting, as well as instructive article in the report for the year was that 
entitled "The Killing of Moostoos, the Wehtigoo," which consisted wholly of an 
abbreviated court report of the evidence taken at the trial of two Crees, Payoo and 
Napaysoosee for the killing of another named Moostoos, who, himself declared that he 
was about to become a Wehtigoo (Wendigo, or bad spirit) and would eat everybody. The 
material for this instructive article came to us from Mr. J. R. Boyle, M.P.P., Edmonton, 
Alberta.  

Official duties in 1906 demanded all possible time in the Museum where it was found 
necessary to do a good deal by way of re-arranging and, in many cases, re-classifying 
material, but Mr. W. H. C. Phillips, a temporary assistant, was sent to examine the rock 
paintings on Lake Nonwakaming, and Lady Evelyn Lake in the Temagami District. 
Drawings of these were made, and they appear as illustrations in the year's report.  

In 1907, I visited (in company with Mr. C. W. James, Secretary ot the Education 
Department) the River Nipigon where similar aboriginal paintings were known to exist. 
These also were copied by us and illustrations of them appear in this report.  

NOTES ON SOME SPECIMENS. 

POTTERY. 

It is extremely difficult to find perfect specimens of pottery in Ontario. When these 
have been placed in shallow graves, or not far from the surface in deeper ones they are 
always found in a fragmentary condition. 

Most of the whole specimens in the Museum (only a small number) have been found in 
unexposed places, such as rock ledges, several feet above the ground, where they were 



probably placed for preservation during the absence of the people who owned them. It 
may have been the custom to keep one or more vessels of this kind at various camping-
places, thus avoiding danger of breakage in the carrying of such fragile utensils through 
the woods, along narrow trails.  

Even when one discovers large numbers of fragments on or near the site of some old 
dwelling-place, it is almost impossible to fit enough pieces to form a whole pot.  

Dr. R. B. Orr, ot Toronto, on one occasion ,was fortunate enough, or, perhaps it should 
be  

said, persevering enough, to match pieces, forming the complete mouth or lip of a very 
large pot, measuring 17 inches in height and 17?,- inches in diameter across the body. 
The full form is shown as restored, at figure 1. No attempt has been made to assimilate 
the color of the stucco, with that of the fragments, as the only object of restoration was to 
bring out the original shape of the dish, but unfortunately the workman forgot to make  

continues: 

the bottom as round as it ought to be. Round the lip of this pot there is a flat border, 
relieved with diagonally incised lines, as shown by means of the accompanyingsketch. 
This huge vessel was found in the township of Vaughan not far from Richmond Hill, a 
part of the country formerly occupied by some people closely akin to the Hurons or 
Wyandots. 

Another clay vessel (figure 2) not quite so large (16 inches high, and nearly the same in 
diameter) was found in Nottawasaga. It has also been restored, as per figure 2, the lighter 
portions showing the added plaster-of-paris. 

In each case there were enough fragments to indicate the original shape without any 
doubt. Fig. 2.  

   

Figure 2  

   



   

Figure 1  

   

 (Remember the person forgot to round the bottom on this 
piece put together by ORR. ORR is mentioned on pp. 16-20 in this book)  

   

   

http://books.google.com/books?pg=PA16&lpg=PA16&dq=Dr.%20R.%20B.%20Orr%2B
skeletons&sig=QYx6poWdufdXydI6NUTlSMMMjN0&ei=GsBaTJDrOoK78gb9vqHbA
g&ct=result&id=0SLTAAAAMAAJ&ots=tUe4gzw9u2&output=text 
  
In the previous page of above, I found that there wasn't alot of enthusiasm to crate a 
Canadian archaelogical section of the Provincial Museum in the years 1887-1888 (about 
the same time ORR found the mound at High Park!) 
I'll copy the page below in which ORR is mentioned as well as buying and selling of 
artifacts, etc.: 
  

REVIEW. 

It has been suggested that the " coming of age " of the Archaeological section of the 
Provincial Museum would prove a fitting time to review its past and to observe where it 
stands to-day. In accordance with this suggestion the following notes are presented. 

It may be premised that many years before the idea of forming the present collection 
took shape, at least one attempt had been made to bring together a Canadian collection of 
material to illustrate aboriginal.life. The effort in question was, in all probability, made 



by Sir Sandford Fleming, in connection with the Canadian Institute, but it does not appear 
to have met with any large measure of success, either because of difficulty in bringing 
specimens together, or, that having been collected, they disappeared in various ways, for 
the want of case accommodation \n the Institute's building.  

There was nothing like too much enthusiasm shown among the members of the society 
in question when the last proposition was made to form even an apology for an 
archaeological museum in Toronto. The only exception to this feeling was shown by 
Prof. W. H. Vander Smissen, who was president of the Institute that year—1886-7—and 
who exerted himself considerably in various ways to further the scheme, even to the 
extent of contributing some money to aid in the printing and mailing of a circular asking 
for contributions cif specimens.*  

In course of a short time, however, sufficient interest became aroused to warrant the 
appointment of a committee to solicit a small appropriation from the Provincial 
Legislature, because it should be remembered work had been proceeding in a quiet way 
for several years, the nucleus-of the collected material having been formed by the gift of 
the curator's private material, consisting of some 900 odd specimens.  

The committee referred to received a respectful hearing from the government in 1885, 
and succeeded in procuring a grant of §1,000 for the  

*The following is a copy of the circular, and Sir Sandford Fleming some years 
afterwards, assured me that it was based on one he had issued, in connection with what 
has already been mentioned as the first attempt to direct general attention to matters 
archaeological in this country.  

" 1. Is there any mound, tumulus, or intrenchment in your neighborhood ?  

2. Are there any elevations which, from their regularity or for any other reason suggest 
an artificial origin ?  

3. What are the dimensions and area of these from actual measurement? If possible, 
give a plan with sections.  

4. What are the physical features of the situation and vicinity?  

5. Are there any evidences of the place having been surrounded with posts or pickets?  

6. Are there still, or were there before "clearing," trees of large size within the area of 
the work? If so, state kind and size, also number of annual growth-rings oil largest stump.  

7. Are stone or bone weapons of any kind, or fragments of pottery ploughed up in the 
neighbourhood ?  

8. Have any copper implements of native manufacture been discovered? What?  



9. Have any iron or copper articles been found indicating intercourse with Europeans? 
What?  

10. Are there any local names of Indian origin in your township or neighborhood ? If 
BO, kindly make a list of them, indicating their correct pronunciation, stating their 
meaning, and the local or traditionary circumstances from which they originate.  

11. Names of township and county, and numbers of lot and concession in which any 
mound ossuary, intrenchment, old village site, or battle-ground exists.  

12. Name of any local collector of Indian relics, or of any persons who are interested in 
Canadian Archaeology."  

ensuing year. For ten years this and succeeding annual appropriations were mainly—
almost wholly—expended in travelling expenses, supply ot cases, employment of men to 
dig•, and freight or express charges, so that all office work had to be performed almost 
gratuitously, although on the assurance of the Honorable the Minister of Education it was 
originally intended that six hundred dollars of the grant was to be expended directly for 
the curator's services, but of which understanding no intimation ever reached his ears 
from the treasurer of the Canadian Institute, through which payment of the grant was 
made, purely for archaeological purposes. 

When the first report 1886-7 was issued, it contained an account of the first field work 
done as a result of the legislative appropriation, and the Canadian Institute availed itself 
of this opportunity to print free of cost, its own annual report as well as sub-reports from 
the biological, architectural, photographic, philological and geological sections, although 
the only connection that ever existed between the archaeological work and this society 
consisted in the faot that the latter kindly consented to permit the use of its attic space to 
accommodate the archaeological cases ; this was all, yet after the removal of the 
specimens to the Education Department, the Legislature was good enough to 
acknowledge a claim for an increased annual grant to the society, on the plea that the 
removal of the museum to its present quarters in the Education Department buildings was 
a loss to the Institute. This explanation is necessary to show why the Reports of the 
Canadian Institute appeared for some years as part of the archaeological Reports, and 
thus led to a confusion which yet exists to some extent. 

In the first report reference was made to an examination of some ground on the rear of 
lot 2, con. 1, West York township, and to gifts of numerous specimens from that 
neighbourhood by the late B. Jackes, of Toronto, by Mr. W. G. Long, an enthusiastic 
amateur archaeologist, of Lansing, near by, and by Miss Marshall, the local school 
teacher.  

It was also recorded that on the invitation of Mr. C. A. See, of Gananoque, his property 
on Tidd's Island in the St. Lawrence River had been searched by the curator for Indian 
material, with permission to appropriate for museum purposes all that.might be found. 
Similar privileges were accorded by Messrs. Louis Bedard and Laurence O'Neil so far as 



their portion of the island was concerned, with the result that a number of very good 
specimens were added to the Museum.  

Mr. C. A. See was also generous in presenting us with all the material he had picked up 
in the course of his own work on a mound at the western end of Tidd's Island.  

During this season too, the site of an ancient palisaded fort was examined on the farm of 
Mr. Wm. Gilbert, lot 26, con. 8, Beverly township, Wentworth county, under the 
guidance of Mr. Wallace McDonald, the well known clerk of the township. On the 
assurance of Mr. McDonald that close by at least 300 iron tomahawks had been turned up 
by the plough, the conclusion was reached that the site was connected with some French 
expedition from Quebec to what was then the "far west." In addition to the valuable 
assistance rendered on this occasion by Mr. McDonald, much aid came from the late 
Miss Robertson, from Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, owners of the property, from Mr. Joseph A. 
Smith, P. S. I. for the county, and more than all from.Mr. James Dwyer and Mrs. Dwyer, 
on whose farm an ossuary yielded very richly. Mr. and Mrs. Dwyer also presented the 
whole of their own collection.  

Shortly after this a visit was made to Humberstone township, on Lake Erie, where an 
ossuary was reported by Miss Emma Crosson. This ossuary was quite unique as to 
position, lying as it did on low land, surrounded by sand hills from 20 to 30 ft. high. A 
good many skulls were taken from this communal grave. Mr. Cyrenius Bearse, a highly 
intelligent and successful farmer, was more than kind. He and Mrs. Bearse did everything 
possible to assist in the work. From Mr. Bearse on this occasion we received our first 
piece of whole pottery, which was taken from a sandhill on the shore of Lake Erie. 

Some time was spent this year also on the Baby estate at Lambton, York county, where 
there had been a long established early trading-post at the southern entrance to the 
Huronian (Humber) trail. 

In June of the same year—1886—Nottawasaga in the heart of the Tiononntate country, 
received a good deal of attention and the returns in archaeological material were very 
good. Quite a number of village sites and ossuaries were examined, which through want 
of time on a former visit, had not even been seen. On this occassion much assistance was 
given by Mr. Robert Lougheed, and numerous excellent specimens were contributed by 
him, and by Mrs. Ed. Beecroft, Mrs. Adam, of Creemore, Mr. John Hannah and the 
Masters Connor, of Glen Huron.  

The last named young men presented the Museum with gleanings of their father's 
fields for several years, and these finds were particularly rich in clay pipes, illustrative of 
Tobacco Nation life.  

During the year, too, a visit was paid to the Six Nations Reserve in Tuscarora township, 
Brant county, in company with De-ka-non-ra-neh, who introduced me to chief Ska-na-
wa-tih (the venerable John Buck), who displayed and explained for us the large stock of 
wampum strings and belts in his possession as Fire-keeper of his people—the Iroquois.  



A supposedly artificial mound was examined near the village of Troy, and the 
conclusion arrived at was contrary to the supposition.  

The township of Beverley proved an excellent " hunting ground " under the guidance 
of such gentlemen as Messrs. Wallace McDonald, James Dvvyer, Jas. Rae, A. McKnight, 
and Rt. McQueen, Teacher, Kirkwall, who seemed to know every point of archaeological 
interest in the neighborhood.  

During this season also, a considerable number of specimens were added to the Museum 
from Nottawasaga, North Simcoe. Most of the Nottawasaga material came from the farm 
of Mr. Robert Lougheed, where there would appear to have been at one time not fewer 
than fifty lodges, and single habitations—a good sized village.  

In 1887-8 when much of the Curator's time was spent in Cincinnati in connection with 
Ontario's first mineral display at the Ohio Valley Centennial Exposition, a considerable 
quantity of archaeological material was procured by exchange for mineral specimens. In 
this way we added to our store, for comparative use, from North Carolina, Georgia, West 
Virginia, Tennessee, Mississippi. Alabama, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Arkansas, and in 
less degree from a few other states.  

In 1887-8 report, Dr. A. F. Chamberlain began a series of annual " Contributions 
towards a Bibliography of the Archaeology of the Dominion of Canada and 
Newfoundland," and in these papers he succeeded in bringing together an admirable 
epitome of the writings on matters archaeological relating to our country.  

Among those who contributed in various ways, especially in the presentation of Indiana, 
Ohio and Kentucky specimens, were Drs. Craig and Collins of Lawrenceburg, Ind. In 
company with these gentlemen, too, opportunity was given to visit several mounds and 
other earth vorks within easy reach of Cincinnati and Lawrenceburg.  

About this time, too, Mr. James Dickson, Provincial Land Surveyor, Fenelon Falls, 
presented us with his own private collection, which, up to that time, was, perhaps, the 
most valuable gift of the kind the Museum had received. 

In May of this year we purchased a small but very valuable collection from Dr. C. 
Dickson of Kingston, illustrative of aboriginal mechanism among the people who had 
inhabited the Thousand Islands. This collection included a good many copper specimens 
of various kinds. 

From Dr. R. B. Orr, then of Maple, now of Toronto, we received some of the very best 
specimens in the Museum (especially of pottery) and ever since the same gentleman has 
remained " a friend indeed."  

Mr. William Matheson of Lucan, had been for several years bringing together a private 
collection of archaeological material from Middlesex and portions of adjoining 
counties—Huron, Perth, Oxford—and this (Collection was purchased from him.  



The Rev. Th. Laboureau of Penetanguishene, presented some specimens illustrative of 
the French period among the Hurons, and W. Ransom, Esq., an English gentleman, 
residing in Hitchin, Hertfordshire, donated through the late Mr. J. H. Pearce, a number of 
British and French paleoliths.  

At the close of the Report for 1887-8 these words occur:—"The collection is beginning 
to assume a character such as to warrant the belief that in a few years the Province of 
Ontario will possess an Archaeological Museum, which, if not what it might have been 
with an earlier start, will, at all events, go a long way towards placing us on an equal 
footing in this respect with other progressive nationalities."  

It is now pleasing to be able to say that this condition has been realized to some extent, 
although much remains to be done, and it is extremely gratifying to know that the 
Minister of Education is fully in sympathy with the desire to form reference and study, 
ethnological collections, illustrative of Canadian aboriginal life, on a scale, not by any 
means of extravagant pretensions, but one worthy of our Province and its position in the 
Dominion.  

In 1888-9 much time was given to a somewhat detailed examination of village sites, 
ossuaries, and single graves in Nottawasaga township— classic ground in the history of 
Canada.  

It may be added here thatsince that time more work of a very valuable kind has been 
performed in the same district by Mr. A. F. Hunter of Barrie, and more recently still by 
the Rev. A. E. Jones, S.J., of St. Mary's College, Montreal. Father Jones has devoted 
much study to the allocation of sites mentioned in the Jesuit Relations and has arrived at 
conclusions differing in several important respects from those reached by other students 
on the subject. He is, without doubt, the best living authority on Indian village sites in 
North Simcoe.  

As the result of information supplied by Mr. Thomas Boon of Bothwell, I spent several 
days on the embanked village site near the village of Clearville, Kent county, where, with 
the assistance of Mr. Boon and the proprietors of the property, Messrs. Ridly and Bury, 
much good work was accomplished, and numerous additions made to the Museum.  

     

  

If this link doesn't take you to the map I'm looking at, GOOGLE "Port Colborne" add 
directions to High Park Ave., Toronto and you will see what I mean.  

   

http://maps.google.com/maps?rlz=1T4TSHB_enUS289US290&q=port+colborne+onta
rio&um=1&ie=UTF-



8&hq=&hnear=Port+Colborne,+ON,+Canada&gl=us&ei=ocBaTKbIEcL-
8AaK0OGyAg&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=image&resnum=1&ved=0CBQQ8gEwA
A  

   

In conclusion, we must find the evidence of ORR's findings at High Park and the 
earlier discoveries in the 1880's.  

   

However, there is no record of Orr's findings at the Museum nor any detailed report 
that we know of. Why?  

Perhaps there is a reason for "this"?  Perhaps it was "cronyism" by other archaelogists 
who didn't want his work included, OR more likely, they were sold to someone for 
private collection?  

   

In the above, notice the "questionaire" format.  Take that format and write all you can 
or know about High Park Mound.  

   

I'll copy the "circular" that was used again below:  

   

*The following is a copy of the circular, and Sir Sandford Fleming some years 
afterwards, assured me that it was based on one he had issued, in connection with what 
has already been mentioned as the first attempt to direct general attention to matters 
archaeological in this country.  

" 1. Is there any mound, tumulus, or intrenchment in your neighborhood ?  

2. Are there any elevations which, from their regularity or for any other reason suggest 
an artificial origin ?  

3. What are the dimensions and area of these from actual measurement? If possible, 
give a plan with sections.  

4. What are the physical features of the situation and vicinity?  

5. Are there any evidences of the place having been surrounded with posts or pickets?  



6. Are there still, or were there before "clearing," trees of large size within the area of 
the work? If so, state kind and size, also number of annual growth-rings oil largest stump.  

7. Are stone or bone weapons of any kind, or fragments of pottery ploughed up in the 
neighbourhood ?  

8. Have any copper implements of native manufacture been discovered? What?  

9. Have any iron or copper articles been found indicating intercourse with Europeans? 
What?  

10. Are there any local names of Indian origin in your township or neighborhood ? If 
SO, kindly make a list of them, indicating their correct pronunciation, stating their 
meaning, and the local or traditionary circumstances from which they originate.  

11. Names of township and county, and numbers of lot and concession in which any 
mound ossuary, intrenchment, old village site, or battle-ground exists.  

12. Name of any local collector of Indian relics, or of any persons who are interested in 
Canadian Archaeology." 
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